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that never arrived, for the season for Blue and Fin whales was
coming to an end. This, perhaps, was the most wearisome
part of our work at Durban. For often we would receive
news that there was a whale waiting at the harbour slipway
for the Union Company and that it would be brought up on
the train presently, when the engine had finished a shunting
job, or when the train returned from the other whaling
station. So we would wait about all day, through a hot
morning and afternoon, kicking our heels up and down the
sandy track but never daring to go far away. Then at
sundown, when the day shift knocked off, we would give it
up and leave the station, only to hear next day that almost
immediately after we had left the whale had arrived. Or
else it would arrive while we were still there and the foreman
would decide not to dismember it until the night shift came
on. And often we waited long hours in uncertainty whether
any whales would arrive or not, since the whale-boats had no
wireless and came into Durban harbour at all hours of the
day and night with their catches.
In August, however, we waited less and wandered less
often disconsolately along the railway track for the whalers
began to catch Sperm whales. The winter whaling season
at Durban is divided into two parts, a first from April to
July when the whalers take Blue and Fin whales which have
come north from Antarctic seas to warmer waters to breed,
and a second, after the Blues and Fins have gone south
again, when the whalers take Sperm whales. In actual
fact the Sperm whales are always there to be taken but the
whalers do not bother about them when the Blue and Fin
whales are available since they yield an inferior oil which,
moreover, does not mix in tanks with the Blue and Fin whale
oil. Occasional old bull Sperm whales find their way south
as far as South Georgia and are sometimes taken faute de
mieux by the gunners. When a whale boat arrives in the
harbour of Grytviken with a Sperm whale there is usually
cursing on the " plan " since, because Sperm oil will not mix